
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Call for Project Proposals 

 

Information for Applicants 

 

Right Up Our Street is all about people across Doncaster borough choosing, making, seeing 

and sharing great art, and that includes everything from the visual arts, music and theatre right 

through to dance, radio, poetry and more. It’s also about maximising community involvement 

and making sure this art happens in surprising locations and exciting ways. 

 

Right Up Our Street is led by a consortium of Doncaster arts organisations and supported 

using public funding from the National Lottery through Arts Council England until 2019. It is part 

of Arts Council England’s Creative People and Places national programme – aimed at 

increasing and sustaining adult and intergenerational participation in high quality arts events in 

areas of previously low participation.  Key partners are: darts (Doncaster Community Arts), 

Cast (Doncaster’s new theatre venue), DVAN (Doncaster Voluntary Arts Network), DCLT 

(Doncaster Culture and Leisure Trust) and Balby Community Library. 

 

Further information about current Right Up Our Street activities, and our current business plan, 

can be found on our website: www.rightupourstreet.org.uk  

 

 

Project Proposals 

 

We are looking for brilliant, forward-looking, contemporary artistic ideas (from any artform) that 

will develop adult and/or intergenerational audiences and participants in a meaningful way in 

Doncaster.  Legacy is important to us – so you’ve got to really want to do this work in Doncaster 

and be able to deliver. 

 

Whether you are a member of a local community group working in a library or an internationally 

experienced performance artist, if you have a great idea that will engage new and repeat 
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participants and audiences and will meaningfully invest in Doncaster’s cultural legacy then we 

are keen to hear from you.  

 

Whilst we particularly welcome bids from individuals and organisations based in Doncaster 

borough, Right Up Our Street will also welcome proposals from those based outside our area 

that wish to meaningfully and wholeheartedly engage with the borough. It is worth noting that 

from our previous experience, engagement is only really effective when undertaken over a 

sustained period of time by lead artists on the ground with local people. 

 

Although much of the Right Up Our Street programme is targeted at certain areas of 

Doncaster (Balby, Bentley, Mexborough, Rossington, Thorne/East), your proposal does not 

have to be limited by this. We are keen that projects find creative ways to engage with at least 

three geographical areas across the borough – including ideally at least one of our target areas. 

We also welcome proposals that originate in Doncaster and subsequently find audiences and 

participants outside the borough, exporting the Doncaster and Right Up Our Street ‘brands’. 

 

Right Up Our Street projects fall under the following broad artform categories: 

 

 Words 

Playwriting, songwriting, poetry, storytelling, fiction –original writing and words at the 

core. 

 

 Performance 

Theatre, dance, music – all live performance. 

 

 Digital 

Online, digital film, photography, gaming, social media – work that relies mainly on 

digital platforms. 

 

 Craft 

High quality arts and crafts, making, fabrics, goods for sale. 

 

 Exhibition 

Visual art, galleries, hoardings, displays, signage – work that is displayed in various 

media. 

 

 Festival and Parade 

Outdoors and indoors festivals, promenade, procession, spectacle, celebratory work. 
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Assets 

 

Right Up Our Street has a number of materials and artefacts commissioned for previous  

projects – such as our Sheds, Giant Deckchair, Fun Palace lab coats and Great Big Donco 

animated puppet that you may have a great creative idea how to use. If this is of interest and 

appropriate to your proposal, images of assets are available here: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/127082606@N04/sets/72157666491320030  

 

 

 

Action Research 

 

Right Up Our Street is also an action-research project. We ask all commissioned artists to 

evaluate their own work and processes as they go along and to collate data on participants and 

audiences. All commissioned artists are required to compile and submit short project progress 

reports and compiled data on all participants. This is a really important to us – so do think 

carefully before making an application if you are happy to undertake this aspect of the project. 

 

 

Financial Support 

 

There are no fixed amounts to apply for as part of the Open Call process. We are open to a 

range of scales of project application. However, by way of guideline, it is highly unlikely that we 

would be able to fund more than two projects per year costing over £25,000. You can certainly 

apply for much smaller amounts. Funds are generally paid in quarterly or monthly equal 

installments over the duration of the project – subject to satisfactory delivery and submissions 

of participant data. We welcome applications where match funding has already been identified 

– or where there is the potential for match funding. 

 

 

Double-check that we’re a good match for your project! 

 

Please bear in mind that the following are not a fit for Right Up Our Street: 

 projects that don’t directly address our criteria 

 projects that do not genuinely wish to develop Doncaster participants/audiences 

 projects that rely on other people (ie. not the lead artists) to recruit participants  

 work that is highly introspective  

 purely heritage projects 

 projects directed entirely at young people 

 projects that don’t want to create a forward-looking legacy for Doncaster 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/127082606@N04/sets/72157666491320030
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How to Apply 

 

If you wish to submit a project proposal through the Open Call process, then please complete 

the online application here:   http://rightupourstreet.org.uk/opencallapplicationform 

You can also send any supplementary information/images etc by email to 

andrew@rightupourstreet.org.uk  

 

You can submit an online application at any point during the year.  

 

The online application form is divided into the following four sections: 

 

 Section A – Your Details 

1. Full contact details for the lead artist/contact for the project. 

2. Bank account details for any grant payment. 

3. VAT status. 

 

 Section B – Your Proposal 

1. Give your project a title – this can be a working title for now. 

2. Dates refer to the entirety of the project – from initial planning all the way through 

to delivery and evaluation. Project delivery should be finished by end of 2018. 

3. Indicate the main art form(s) for your project. 

4. Project description (1000 words maximum) This is your chance to pitch your idea 

to us. Bear in mind that this will be read by our Community Associates, 

professional artists and partner organisations. We want to be excited! 

5. Addressing our 4 main objectives (200 words per question). All commissioned 

projects must demonstrate clearly how they address these objectives. Be clear, 

be specific and be realistic.  

6. Other questions – Further information on intended audiences and participants 

including target numbers. Support that you might require (other than financial) – 

eg. Do you require a director, a choreographer, a production manager to achieve 

the project? Evidence of the quality of your work – eg. reviews in the 

press/media, independent professional referees, images, video etc. (You can 

submit supplementary material as evidence of quality of your work). 

 

 Section C – Funding Requested 

1. Breakdown of your budget into item lines and running total. 

2. Total costs of project and total you are requesting from Right Up Our Street. 

3. Details and status of any match funding. 

 

http://rightupourstreet.org.uk/opencallapplicationform
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 Section D – Declaration 

1. Confirmation that all information is accurate to the best of your knowledge. 

2. Agreement to your project being clearly identified as part of Right Up Our Street 

including all associated branding/marketing/press. 

3. Agreement that you are happy for your project to involve creative collaboration 

and support from Right Up Our Street team. 

4. Agreement to undertake full recording, data collection and critical self-evaluation 

as required by Right Up Our Street / Arts Council England. 

 

 

What Happens Next 

 

We will acknowledge receipt of all applications as they are submitted. If you have submitted an 

application and do not receive an acknowledgement within two weeks, then please do contact 

us. 

 

All applications will be considered at monthly Community Associates meetings, chaired by the 

Project Director. We will carefully consider all applications submitted and are aiming to support 

as many ideas as we possibly can. 

 

The Community Associates will then recommend applications to take forward, to be considered 

by our Consortium members. 

 

Depending on the scale of project, applicants may either be invited to attend an interview with 

Consortium members and Community Associates or notified directly of their commission. 

Unsuccessful applicants will also be notified. 

 

 

Further Information 

 

If you have any queries about the Open Call process, or wish to discuss your ideas in 

confidence, please contact:  Andrew Loretto, Project Director, Right up Our Street, on 01302 

558067 or email: andrew@rightupourstreet.org.uk  
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