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About Teaching in Role  
  
‘Teaching in Role (TiR) is an invaluable technique for shaping the 
dramatic process and developing student’s learning. Simply put, the 
teacher or facilitator assumes a role in relation to the pupils. This may be 
leader, an equal, or a low-status role.’ (David farmer, 2014)   
  
Teaching in role allows teachers (and facilitators) to become part of the 
dramatic action to stimulate, engage and challenge pupils within their 
learning. By ‘playing’ alongside the pupils as the expert, equal or learner 
the teacher endorses this style of learning therefor making it more 
appealing and valuable.   
  
About this Resource Pack  
  
This resource pack contains a number of suggested Teaching in Role 
activities related to literacy that can be used as part of your lesson plan. 
These activities are designed to develop confidence and increase 
engagement in the chosen topic or text.   
  
This pack focuses on how to introduce the text and begin to creatively 
explore the setting. You can pick and choose which activities you would 
like to do depending on the specific outcomes you would like to achieve, 
allocated time and individual needs.   
  
Each activity can be carried out in isolation, but also includes some 
example follow-on drama and literacy activities that complement or 
develop the original technique. 
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Acting Narration  
  

How to do it  
The teacher is in role as a narrator and reads a section from the text, the 
children are in role as the performers and can either act it as if they are 
the lead character or create freeze frames in small groups. Acting 
narration brings the text to life and allows the class to become immersed 
within the action.  

  
Why do it? 

• Immersive 

• Develop confidence 

• Improvisation 

• Listening to instructions  
  

Follow on activities 

Literacy 

• Narrative 

• Script writing  
  

Drama 

• Hot Seating – see pack 2, page 5 

• Flash Back, Flash Forward – see page 5 

• Performance Carousel – see page 7  
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Flash Back, Flash Forward  
 
How to do it  
The teacher explains that the class are going to examine another point in 
time outside the setting of the text, either in the future or the past, which 
takes place seconds, minutes, days or years before or after. The teacher 
can choose the moment in time or it can be decided through a class 
discussion. The class are asked to devise short scenes to explore and 
bring to life their ideas.   
  
This exercise allows the children to explore characters’ backgrounds, 
motivations and also the possible consequences of their actions.   
  
It may also be used to create a starting point for an alternative story 
ending or to explore possible events outside of the text.   
  
Why do it? 

• Immersive 

• Develop confidence 

• Improvisation 

• Listen to instructions 

• Inferring and deducing 

• Imagination and creativity 

• Speaking and listening  
  
Follow on activities 

Literacy 

• Narrative 

• Persuasive writing  
 
Drama 

• Hot Seating – see pack 2, page 5 

• Interviews – see pack 2, page 10 

• Forum Theatre – see pack 4, page 6 
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Press Conference & TV Reporters  
  
How to do it  
The children are in role as journalists/ reporters and take part in a press 
conference to interview a character or characters about a particular 
event in the story. Individually or in small groups, they then prepare and 
present a TV news report that will be performed to camera.   
  
This exercise increases engagement with role play and an imagined 
scenario. It gives the children an opportunity to ‘discover’ what has 
happened in a creative way. It also gives purpose for learning and 
creatively framing a persuasive writing task.  
  
Why do it?  

• Immersive 

• Develop confidence 

• Improvisation 

• Listen to instructions 

• Inferring and deducing 

• Imagination and creativity 

• Speaking and listening  
  
Follow on activities  

Literacy 

• News report 

• Persuasive writing  
  
Drama 

• Hot Seating – see pack 2, page 5 

• Character Molding – see pack 2, page 7 

• Character Projection – see pack 2, page 8   
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Performance Carousel  

  

How to do it 
Break a bigger section of the text into smaller sections. Split the children 
into small groups and give each group a section. Ask them to create a 
scene to show what happens in that part of the story. Once they have 
created their scenes, perform them in order so that the whole story or 
section is performed in sequence. This activity can also be done just using 
freeze frames or freeze frame with narration. 
  
Why do it? 

• Creativity 

• Embodied action 

• Teamwork 

• Building confidence 

• Immersive action 

• Developing knowledge of text 

• Performance 

• Engagement   
  
Follow on activities  
Literacy 

• News report 

• Persuasive writing  
  
Drama 

• Hot Seating – see pack 2, page 5 

• Character Molding – see pack 2, page 7 

• Character Projection – see pack 2, page 8   
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Detectives  
  
How to do it  
The teacher is in role as a senior detective who has set up the crime 
investigation room. This might be images, a recorded message, letters or 
printed emails etc., which are all pieces of information/evidence. The 
children must investigate the ‘clues’ and piece together the evidence to 
work out what has happened. They must then feedback their findings and 
make suggestions about what they think the crime/ event is.   
  
Why do it? 

• Exploring detail 

• Speaking and listening 

• Inferring and deducing 

• Creativity 

• Imagination  
  
Follow on activities 
Literacy 

• News report 

• Persuasive writing  
  
Drama 

• Hot Seating – see pack 2, page 5 

• Interviews – see pack 2, page 10 

• Mock Trial – see pack 4, page 7   
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Whoosh!  
  
How to do it 
The teacher is in role as the narrator. The children all sit in a circle. The 
teacher or one of the children reads out a narrative or tells a story and as 
soon as a key character, event or object is mentioned, indicate the first 
child to step into the circle to make a shape or pose. The story continues 
to be told and children continue to step into the space as required. Any 
time that the activity inside the circle becomes too lively, congested or 
confused, simply wave your arms, say “Whoosh!” and everyone returns to 
their original places.  
  
Why do it?  

• Exploring detail 

• Speaking and listening 

• Inferring and deducing 

• Creativity 

• Performing 

• Quick response 

• Improvisation 

• Confidence building  
  
Follow on activities  

Literacy 

• Narrative 

• Script writing  
  
Drama 

• Devising Scenes 

• Flash Back, Flash Forward – see page 5 

• Forum Theatre – see pack 4, page 6 


