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About Teaching in Role  
  
‘Teaching in Role (TiR) is an invaluable technique for shaping the 
dramatic process and developing student’s learning. Simply put, the 
teacher or facilitator assumes a role in relation to the pupils. This may be 
leader, an equal, or a low-status role.’ (David farmer, 2014)   
  
Teaching in role allows teachers (and facilitators) to become part of the 
dramatic action to stimulate, engage and challenge pupils within their 
learning. By ‘playing’ alongside the pupils as the expert, equal or learner 
the teacher endorses this style of learning therefor making it more 
appealing and valuable.   
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Sample Lesson Plan  
   
Aims  
To explore thoughts, feelings and motivations of the characters in more 
depth  
  
Materials 

• Text 

• Costume item, if desired  
  
Warm Up (10 mins)  
Energise, establish focus and engage the class.  
  

• Ten Second Pictures 
o Split into groups of 5-8. Explain that the groups need to 

create a picture with their bodies within the 10 second 
count down. Use objects related to the text or topic 

o Example (Voices in the Park): a climbing frame, a pond, one 
tree, a bandstand  

  
Discussion (5 mins)  
Discuss what this session will involve and include some rules for the class if 
needed.  
  
Role on the Wall (15 mins)  
When using this exercise for the first time, it is better to do it as a whole 
class. If the class have done this activity before, split into smaller groups 
and cover a few different characters if you wish to.  
  
Begin by drawing the life-sized outline of a person on a large piece of 
paper. This can be done around one student or freehand. Explain to the 
class this will become one of the characters from the book or topic.   
  
Ask the class to discuss in pairs what they know about this character. 
Write or draw everything known about this character on the piece of 
paper - both within and outside of the outline. You may choose to write 
the things the class know about the character within and things they are 
assuming/inferring outside the outline. Alternatively, you may wish to write 
physical characteristics within and personality traits outside the outline. 
The class can add to this throughout the term, as and when new facts are 
discovered.  
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Character Moulding (15 mins)  
Ask the class to work in pairs and physically mould their partner into a 
variety of emotions, swapping over each time. When you have covered a 
number of different emotions, ask them each to have a go at moulding 
their partner into the character(s) from the Role on the Wall exercise. 
Choose one individual or pair to mould you (the teacher) into to 
character. You may want to include a piece of costume to enhance the 
visual impact. Keep talking to the class as yourself and explain that when 
a chosen person claps their hands you will become the character. Or 
spontaneously become the character as you are being moulded.   
  
Example (Voices in the Park): Charles’ mother is a good character to 

become and you can easily give instructions in an authoritative manner as 
her to move on to the next exercise.  
  
Hot Seat (10 mins)  
In role, instruct the class to gather round and tell them they have the 
opportunity to ask you (the character) some questions. Answer the 
questions in role, however if the class need some extra help or discipline 
you can come out of role by taking the piece of costume off or changing 
your pose. Try and ensure that the distinction between yourself and the 
character is as obvious as possible.  
  
Character Projection (10 mins)  
Chose another character from the text and ask one student to walk 
around the room with their head down. Ask the rest of the class to 
suggest what this character is thinking or feeling. The student may adapt 
their performance in line with what the rest of the class suggest or can 
continue to walk with their head down. There is no pressure to perform in 
this activity.  
  
Example (Voices in the Park): Charles would be an interesting character to 

explore in this way, leaving the class to explore their own thoughts and 
ideas about him.  
  
Reflection (10 mins)  
Finish the session by reflecting on the activities with the class. Have they 
learnt anything else about the characters to add to the Role on the Wall? 
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Follow on exercises  
   
Literacy Exercises 

• Descriptive writing – Ask the class to write a description of any of 
the characters from this session 

• Letter writing – Ask the class to write a letter either from one 
character to another, or from themselves to one of the characters 
identified in this session  

  
Drama Exercises 

• Devise a scene – Ask the class to work in pairs to devise a scene 
between two of the characters that were researched above 

• Interviews –  Ask the class to work in pairs to interview any of the 
characters from the above session 


